A LITERARY WALK IN
WHITEHILL AND BORDON

This walk is based on three classic books

The Natural History of Selborne 1789 written
by the Rev Gilbert White for many years the
curate at Selborne where he was born in
1720 and where he died in 1793 This one
book was the forerunner of the many natural
history' books that adorn our shelves today
and which sparked our enthusiasm for nature
as reflected in our insatiable appetite for
wildlife films

William Cobbett was born in Farnham in 1763
and died in Normandy, the Surrey village just a
short way from Farnham, in 1835
Remembered for his "Rural Rides" first
published in 1830, he was an important figure
in British history A self taught farm boy he
became a major reformer A soldier who
became both a farmer and a journalist who
published his own news papers both here and
in the USA. He spent a two year prison
sentence before, eventually late in his life
becoming a member of parliament.

William Henry Hudson was born near Buenos
Aires in 1841. Inspired by White's Natural
History of Selborne he came to England in
1874 His "Hampshire Days" was published in
1903. He died in London in 1921 and was
buried close to his wife in Worthing's
Broadwater Cemetery His campaigning work
opposing the plume trade, which brought such
birds as the Great Crested Grebe close to
extinction in Britain, led to the formation of the

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds.
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The Route

From the Forest Centre walk down Apollo
Drive, then turn right after crossing Conde Way.
After 30 paces turn left over the stile and into
the wood. Turn right along the path. After
crossing the wooden bridge turn left then at the
River Deadwater turn right

The water of the sluggish boggy streamlets

in the forest tributaries of the well named
Dead Water, takes a deep red or orange hue
from the colour of the soil. The sand

abounds with ironstone, which in mass is

deep rust-red and purple coloured. W H
Hudson 1903

Follow this path through the woods. At the
junction where one path leads out to
Monument Chase, take the left fork. Continue
over the drop by the old Beech tree. Forest
Lodge is now on your right.

Not far from my cottage there was a hill,

from the summit of which the whole area of
the forest was visible, and the country all
round for many leagues beyond it | did

not like this hill, and refused to pay it a
second visit. The extent of the country it
revealed made the forest appear too small;

it spoilt the illusion of a practically endless
wilderness, where | could stroll about all

day and see no cultivated spot, and no

house, and perhaps no human form. It was
moreover positively disagreeable to be

stared at across the ocean of pines by a

big, brand-new, red-brick mansion,

standing conspicuous, unashamed,

affronting nature, on some wide heath or
lonely hillside, WH Hudson 1903

Was Hudson describing the view from the
Walldown and Forest Lodge? What would he
have made of the view over modern Whitehill?

At Forest Lodge drive, cross straight over.
Follow the path which eventually leads along
the edge of Woodlea School grounds. From the
school entrance continue a short way along
Alpine Road. Climb the steps set in the bank on
your left and follow the path uphill through the
trees. Climb the stile, and after crossing the ditch
and bank you will find yourself on the summit of
the Walldown Ancient Monument.

On two of the most conspicuous eminences of
this forest, stand two arbours or bowers, made
of the boughs of oaks; the one called Waldon-
lodge, the other Brimstone-lodge: These the
keepers renew annually on the feast of St.
Barnabas taking the old material for a perquisite.
The farm called Black moor, in this parish, is
obliged to find the posts and brush-wood for the
former. Gilbert White 1788

Is this the site of the Waldon-lodge bower?

Follow the path across the open ground to a
stile. Continue down the hill where you will
encounter the perimeter fence of Woodlea
School. Keeping the school on your left, follow
the fence down the hill. Where the fence turns
left, turn right and follow the broad track to the
Walldown Road. Turn right along the road but
take care as it can be busy with traffic and
there is no footpath. On reaching the Liphook
Road, cross straight over and into the wood.
Follow the path in front of you which follows a
meandering way down hill through the
plantations until you reach the Perimeter Track.

Upon leaving Greatham we came out upon
Woolmer Forest......

This is a tract of Crown-lands, or, properly
speaking, public-lands, on some parts of
which our land steward, Mr. Huskisson, is
making some plantations of trees, partly fir,
and partly other trees. What he can plant
the fir for, God only knows, seeing that the
country is already overstocked with that
rubbish, William Cobbett November 1822.



Should | omit to describe with some
exactness the forest of Woolmer, of which
three-fifths lie in this parish
The royal forest of Woolmer is a tract of
land of about seven miles in length, by two
and a half in breadth
But there was a nobler species of game in
the forest, now extinct, which | have heard
old people say abounded much before
shooting flying became so common, and
that was the heath-cock, black game or
grouse.

There is an old keeper, now alive, named
Adams, whose great-grandfather
(mentioned in a perambulation taken in
1635), grandfather, father and self,
enjoyed the head keepership of Wolmer-
forest in succession for more than an
hundred years. This person assures me,
that his father has often told him, that
Queen Anne, as she was journeying on
the Portsmouth road, did not think the
forest of Wolmer beneath her royal
regard. For she came out of the great
road at Lippock, which is just by, and
reposing herself on a bank smoothed for
that purpose, lying about half a mile to the
east of Woolmer Pond, and still called
Queen's-bank, saw with great complacency
and satisfaction the whole herd of red
deer brought by the keepers along the vale
before her, consisting then of about five
hundred head. Gilbert White 1788.

When access is allowed, you will find an iron

stone memorial celebrating this royal visit on

Queen's Bank

Today you may encounter Roe Deer at any

point on the walk, the few Red Deer that

survived the deer stealers were removed to

Windsor

Here you meet the fence where beyond access
is controlled by the red flags  (Turning right at
this point would bring you eventually to
Woolmer Pond)

Hudson wrote of the Teal that he watched at
the pond. These small ducks still frequent the
pond and occasionally breed He also
encountered three

The biggest boy, one about twelve years

old, the others smaller. They proved to be
very good specimens of the boy naturalist;
thorough little out-laws, with keen senses,

and the passion for wildness strong in

them. They told me that when they went
bird-nesting they made a day of it, taking
bread and cheese in their pockets, and not
returning till the evening.

How many young people today spend a day in
the local countryside?

Turn left along this wide gravelled road keeping
the fence, warning signs and flag poles on your
right. Continue until you come under the power
line. Walk on to the second pylon PKF38 and
turn left then left again on the track. The
Hollywater Clump is on your right and you may
choose to climb through the trees to the top
But the Hollywater Clump in Wolmer Forest
as soon as | came in sight of it awakes in

me another sense and feeling; and | found

in conversation with others on this subject
that they are affected in the same way. |
doubt if any one can fail to experience

such a feeling when looking on that great
hill-top grove, a stupendous pillared

temple, with its dome-like black roof

against the sky, standing high above and
dominating the sombre pine and heath
country for miles around. Gilbert White
described Wolmer as a naked heath with

very few trees growing on it W H Hudson
1903



It is difficult looking at the Clump today to
imagine how it must have looked when Hudson
explored here.

Hollywater Clump, Hampshire Days 1903

You are now walking back parallel with the
Perimeter track below you on your left. After
several up and downs the path swings to the
left. At this point bear right and follow the
edge of the oak wood back to the Liphook
Road Return along Walldown Road. Pass
the Deadwater Valley sign then after a short
way turn left along Forest Lodge drive.

The drive runs alongside the Ancient
Meadow. When you reach the point where
you crossed on the outward walk, turn right
and follow the path back to the start. You
may choose to further explore the
Deadwater Valley Local Nature Reserve by
following an alternative route as suggested
by the map.
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A LITERARY WALK

This walk is based on three classic books,
a Natural History of Selborne, Rural Rides &
Hampshire Days.

Gilbert White, 1720-1793

William Cobbett, 1763-1835

W H Hudson, 1841-1921

By Michael F Wearing,
Deadwater Valley Trust
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